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This is n 30 M for publication of The Wood Duck Magazine 
until September, 1967. This is a tremendous monthly 
job for those entailed in the editing, typewriting, 
production and mailing and it is appalling how little 
response is forthcoming from the bulk of the Members 
in the way of contributions and the reporting of field 
events. We hope that the coming season of 1967-68 
will yield many more original articles, and we respect¬ 
fully request our readers to write of any interesting 
trips or experiences which they enjoy during, the coming 
holiday season, and submit them for publication. 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the first 
General Meeting in the month of September, 1967 will 
be on Wednesday, S e ptember 20 and we are giving you 
this advance information, so that you may mark your 
engagement calendars accordingly. 
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GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY, APRIL 10, 1967 

Mr. William Campbell, speaking at the April general meeting of our 
society, gave a brightly humorous and thoroughly instructive talk to the Members 
on "The How of Nature Photography". Bill covered all aspects, commencing, as he 
did, with the appropriate dress and gear, followed with slides illustrating the 
various requirements for good nature photography, and we are gratified no end, as 
few there are who will not benefit from the advice so freely and straightforward¬ 
ly given. 


Robert Challis was in the Chair and following a question period, 
refreshments were served. 

This meeting was well attended, testifying to the popularity of the 
speaker and the subject. 

ft'k'kfrk 

APRIL WEEKENDS ON "THE BRUCE" 


The initial trips to "open the cottage" were mad^ on weekends of April 

14th and 21st respectively and it was interesting to see the development in the 

slow approach of Spring. 

Much snow was still in large hummocks in the woods on the first trip 
and this had gone down considerably on the second, but there was water, water 
everywhere - lakes being much in evidence and these will disappear completely 
later in the season. Large icecakes and bergs were coming into the harbour 

from the lake and quickly disintegrating — this on the first weekend. The past 

weekend saw no ice whatever. 

We watched and listened for many of the feathered tenants of our area 
and were rewarded with the sight of large flocks of Gulls, several pairs of 
Mergansers, three to four pairs of Common Goldeneye, Black Terns, Marsh Hawks, 
Song Sparrows, slate-coloured Juncoes (in migration and feeding avidly on the 
seeds along the shore), "the" Robin, many Flickers, and he who was "among the 
missing" on the first weekend but appeared on the second, the Common Loon. 

Last Sunday the sweet trill of the Winter Wren cheered us in spite of the snow- 
flurries which prevailed. 

On arrival in early evening, Friday, April 21, in a heavy fog, we were 
amazed to see a pair of immature Blue Geese rather impatiently awaiting the 
lifting of the impenetrable curtain, on the rocks at the front of the cottage. 

Heartening too were the appearance of many Alaska Orchids and Zygada- 
denous spikes boldly thrusting through the cold earth, and - wonder of wonders - 

one tiny Heart-leaved Twayblade orchid up about an inch and a half, with its 

flower cluster tightly intact - a promise of bloom to come'. 

Deer must yard up by the hundreds in our area for we have the best- 

manured four acres of land on the Bruce, and the Cedars, Red-berried Elder 
and Red Osier, are pruned to the hilt. 

No small rodents were in evidence but the peanut can is stocked, 
awaiting the favourite Chipmunk and,his bold adversary, the Red Squirrel. 
"Snowshoe" came down the driveway to make a mental note, no doubt, that the 
people who furnish apples and fruits in season for him to eat, were back, and it 
will not be long before he avidly searches the feed pan for the delicacies which 


continued next page 
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APRIL WEEKENDS ON "THE BRUCE 11 (continued from previous page) - 


he and his family enjoy throughout the season. 


The next few weeks will be the most thrilling of the year, xtfith bird 
migrations and the wealth of beautiful plants emerging - as has been the case 
over so many years. This is truly nature undisturbed. May it so remain’. 


******* 

***** 

*** 


M.S.S. 


From a surburban Detroit, Michigan newspaper of Saturday, April 15, 1967 - mailed 
to the writer by a neighbour cottager on the Bruce, who enquired if we had seen 
n our Loon" yet this season (mentioned in the preceding article,) 

Sorry that we cannot print the interesting photographs which accompanied the 
article, shox^ing many of the Loons in question and the Concervationists and 
Naturalists involved in the rescue! 

LOONY BIRDS BE(FOG)GLED 

by - Carl J. Buehler 

Several befuddled loons are winging their way north again after unscheduled and 
nearly disastrous stopovers in the Jackson are a. 

Conservation Department employees released three of the large water birds Friday 
after they were ’’grounded” here by a Thursday Night fog and mist that tricked 
them. 

The loons, migrating north to summer breeding areas, apparently thought several 
land areas were really lalces--and they landed on them. 

One bird was found on the Paka Plaza parking lot. Another came down in the yard 
at Souther Michigan Prison. A third was brought in to Conservation Department 
headquarters here by a motorist who said he found the'bird on the highway. 

Several others reportedly landed at the Ypsilanti airport. 

M Loons are strictly water birds,” Ervin J. Parker, manager of the Conservation 
office here explained. ”If they land on water, they have no trouble taking off 
again, but if they come down on land, they’re stranded. M 

Parker said that a loon’s legs are far back on its body, and it’s top-heavy on 
land and almost helpless. ’’They can’t even walk,” he said. 

To become airborne, they must be put in their natural element-water. And the 
Conservation Department obliged. 

from the ’’Citizen Patriot”. 

***** 

*** 

* 

TRIP TO NISKA WATERFOWL RESEARCH STATION and KORTRIGHT WATERFOWL PARK - Saturday, 
___ April 8, 196 7_ 

Twenty-seven Members of the Club journeyed to this interesting area and viewed 
at first hand through the courtesy and leadership of Mr. William Carrick, the 
wide variety of Ducks, Geese, Swans, Hawks and Owls resident there. 

A severe flood the week prior had damaged part of the area but this did not 
hamper our enjoyment and education in the least. It was a beautiful day and 
under the leadership of Mr. Robert Bateman, those attending felt well-rewarded 
for the time spent in the Park. 
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BL00DSUCK1NG BLACK-FLIES - A WORLDWIDE PROBLEM 

by - Douglas M. Davies 

McMaster University, Hamilton 

Vacationers, fishermen and hunters that venture into the Canadian bush 
in the spring are often repelled or plagued by myriads of little hump-backed 
flies that elbow each other aside as they clamber for your precious blood. 

These are the black-flies (family: Simuliidae) about 1/8 - 1/4 inch long, 
usually black or brown but sometimes bearing red, golden or silvery hairs. 
Canadians are not along in being subjected to black-flies for these insects 
have a worldwide distribution and number about 1200 species. In the Western 
Hemisphere they are found from Greenland and Alaska to Tierra del Fuego at the 
southern tip of South America. In the Eastern hemisphere they are found from 
Ireland, Faeroes, Lapland and Siberia through Europe, Asia and Africa into 
New Zealand and Australia. 

In Africa and in Central and South America, they are vectors of the 
roundworm causing onchocerciasis in man and animals which results in debili¬ 
tation, sometimes blindness and even death. This is one of the most serious 
tropical diseases after malaria and bilharziasis. 

In many parts of Canada black-flies are an economic problem interfer¬ 
ing with northern development such as lumbering, hydro-electric schemes and 
tourism. This is because their persistent attacks make life miserable, 
especially in the more hilly regions in May and June and sometimes also in 
October. Their bites often cause devilitating aftereffects in people. In 
Saskatchewan hundreds of cattle have been killed in certain years by the 
toxicity of their bites. 

In Ontario and elsewhere black-flies carry blood parasites to both 
wild and domestic birds. One blood protozoan, Leucocytozoon , related to the 
malarial parasite, causes fever, devility and even death with heavy infections. 
These flies also transmit a filarial roundworm to birds. 

For a number of years my students and I have investigated the taxonomy, 
spatial and seasonal distribution, ecology and behaviour of black-flies, in 
Ontario. We have published on the taxonomy and ecology of 46 species in Ontario, 
describing 12 new species. Most of this work is being done in Algonquin 
Provincial Park, where there are two Ontario government research stations for 
studying wildlife and freshwater fisheries. 

The immature stages of black flies usually develop in running water 
and are at times an important food of certain game fish, such as speckled trout. 

Eggs are laid in two basic ways. The more primitive method involves 
the females in flight tapping the water surface at the same time releasing 
one to several eggs which disperse in the current but eventually settle to the 
bottom. In other species eggs are affixed to rocks, logs and trailing vegeta¬ 
tion lapped by water. 

The dumbbell-shaped larvae hold to the substrate of the stream by a 
ring of posterior hooks aided by salivary gum. They move by releasing them¬ 
selves on a thread of salivary silk, or by crawling with a looping movement 
using the posterior disc and a single antero-ventral proleg, assisted by the 
mouthparts and the salivary gum. They rest with the hind end dorsal side into 
the current; but the body makes a 180° twist so that the head is ventral side 

continued next page. 
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BLOODSUCKING B LACK- FLIES - A WORL DWIDE PROBLEM (continued from previous page) - 

into the current. In this way the head fans form a filter basket for collecting 
suspended micro plants and animals, or other (suspended) matter which is 
scraped off the fans by the mandibles and eaten. 

Mature larvae spin a pad, loose bag or firm slipper or boot of silk 
(the cocoon) before pupating. The pupa is held to this silk by ventral and 
posterior hooks. The pupae have long respiratory filaments, projecting from 
the front of the cocoon. The opening of the cocoon usually faces downstream. 

In emerging adults, there are marked differences in the maturity of 
the eggs and in the amount of nutrients carried over from the larvae. The nex^ly- 
emerged females of some species have mature eggs and can quickly mate and 
oviposit without feeding on blood or even nectar. Others, although having 
undeveloped eggs, have large nutrient reserves allowing a cycle of eggs to 
develop without a blood meal. However the females of many species require a 
blood meal before any eggs will develop. Nevertheless many species never feed 
on man but only on bird blood, and have a special thumb on the claws to aid in 
crawling through the feathers, 

I have been interested in factors influencing the attack of female 
black flies on man. At first it was necessary to establish the seasonal 
changes in the population of the most severe biters of humans. In Ontario this 
involves mainly one "white-stockinged" species, Simulium venusturn . 

One method of making a quantitative assessment of the population 
is to place over the stream bed a cubic-yard, screen cage and climb into it 
daily to collect the emerged insects. This does give one a base line; but just 
how many of the emerging flies survive long enough to feed on blood and then 
oviposit depends on *?eather conditions, the availability of carbohydrate, such 
as nectar, for energy and the nearness of the vertebrate host # 

Three activities of adult females were measured flying, landing and 

biting. 

Flying was measured by standardized netting collections. Flying was 
greatest between 60-80°F and in moist air especially at low to zero winds. 

These factors may influence flying directly and also indirectly by their 
effect on the evaporation of water mainly through black-fly spiracles (openings 
of air tubes). Thus flying was greatest at low to zero evaporation rates as 
judged by an evaporimeter. These conditions usually occurred in the morning 
or evening resulting in the two daily activity peaks. When these factors 
remained more level throughout the day flying continued at a steady rate 
showing no peaks. Once there were suitable conditions for flying, rapidly 
changing, especially falling, atmospheric presure increased the number on the 
wing. 

Landing and biting was assessed by counting for 2-minute intervals 
the flies on a 3-inch square of exposed human torso in the shade. Landing on 
the host was incluenced in somewhat the reverse way to flying being greater in 
drier, cooler air and at steady atmospheric pressure. 

Biting, by those flies that landed, was only influenced by atmospheric 
pressure and again the rapidly changing, especially falling pressures were the 
most stimulatory doubling the percentage biting. 

continued next page. 
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BLOODS UCKING BLACK-FLIES - A WORLDWIDE PROBLEM (continued from previous page) - 

It was interesting to compare the effect of exposing the shaded area 
of human skin to the direct sunlight. In these cases landing decreased to one 
half and biting to one quarter of that in the shade. Again a doubling of the 
percent of landed flies biting occurred, this time due to shading. 

This and other observations stimulated me to study the influence of 
reflected light on the attraction of flies to the host. In the previous 
experiments I had worn the same outer clothing throughout to avoid this colour 
bias. 


Colours were assessed according to three parameters: intensity, or 
hue, and purity. Six-inch squares of colour were tested in pairs laid on a 
black cloth over the seated observer’s outstretched legs. The number of flies 
landing on each could be counted simultaneously over 2 min. intervals. With 
this colour system two of the parameters can be kept relatively constant while 
the third is varied. 

First a series of cloths, - neutral or at some fixed hue and purity, 
were tested as to differences in intensity. It was found in general that the 
darker the cloth the more flies landed on it. 

Similarly tests were run with intensity and purity constant and the 
hue vtirying. In these experiments red purple, purple and blue purple were the 
most frequented whereas orange, chartreuse and green and blue green were the 
least. In fact these last three colours were less frequented than x^hite. 

Studies on varying the purity Xvrere less complete but there was an 
indication that brilliant, high purity colours \7ere less frequented than 
drabber colours. 

The wearing of light colours in the range from orange and yelloxtf to 
bluish green x^ould be helpful during the black-fly season. 

There are many other aspects relating to the attack of specific black 
flies on specific hosts. 

We found that the habitat of the host may be important because certain 
black flies are restricted in their ecological distribution, I made an 
interesting discovery that the flies swarming around a small boat in midlake 
xtfere mainly one species that fees on birds and that this species thinned out 
closer to land and over land x^as replaced by the manbiter Simulium venusturn . 

Some meaning to the strange behaviour of this bird feeding species came to light 
recently when a research ornithologist noticed myriads of black flies emerging 
from the feathers of a recently shot common loon. These all proved to be the 
same species. The sequel x^as that xdien the vily skin of this bird x-yas x-yashed 
in detergent and the xtfashings throxm over some rocks at the lakeside, sx^arms 
of this same black-fly were attracted to the spot, completely neglecting live 
ducks at the same place. On the other hand the ducks were being bitten by 
another species of black fly. Dr. Fallis of the Ontario Research Foundation is 
studying the attractant character of chemical extracts from various birds as an 
aid in understanding more atout host specificity, and at McMaster University 
Xtfe are studying other aspects of black-fly ecology and behaviour. 

Much has been elucidated in the taxonomy, distribution, life history 
and behaviour of black flies in Ontario and other parts of the x^orld, but 
there are many interesting aspects yet to be investigated. 
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BIRDWATCHING IN EAST TORONTO REGION 


by - Kenneth Adcoe 

The majority of this area is in the southern portion of Pickering 
Township along the lakeshore from Bay Ridges to Whitby Harbour. 

Bay Ridges is a recent development on Frenchman’s Bay. Although 
because of building, birdlife is not as abundant, it is still a good area. The 
lake and bay are good for diving ducks, all species of scoters, ring-necked^ducks, 
hooded mergansers are often seen as well as moderate wintering population of 
commoner diving ducks. The shores are fairly good for shorebirds and the few 
remaining bits of marsh can produce gallinules, coots and the odd rail. The 
fields around are excellent for hawks and field species. 

Moving east, the next good spot is Squire’s Beach or Simcoe Point on 
the west side of the Rotary Park marsh. It is an excellent area for grebes. I 
have seen three species here at once.,.Red-necked, horned and recently it has 
become a relatively good spot for western grebes in early spring. In the marsh, 
pied-billed grebes can also be seen. As well, it is a good spot for diving ducks, 
and offshore migration in the spring and fall. On the opposite side of Squire s 
Beach is Rotary Park. This is one of the better areas. It is made up of a large 
marsh about three-quarters the size of the entire Dundas Marsh. Pond ducks gather 
in large numbers in fall as well as gallinules and rails, vhich also breed here. 

On the shores it is a good spot for shorebirds--sanderlings, dunlins, yellowlegs 
and pectorals often gather in large numbers and in the late fall look for purple 
sandpipers. Along the banks of the marsh, the woods are excellent for warblers in 
migration and it is very easy to find fifteen species in a day. 

The first specimen for Burrowing Owl for Ontario was collected here 
in 1965. The only previous was a specimen taken in Kingston in 1894 but the 
whereabouts of the specimen is unknown. George North saw one at Aldershot in 1940. 

Next we come to the most exciting part of the region - the ”Ajax^ 
Flats”. This is an area of about 4 square miles which was used as an ammunition 
testing grounds during the last war. It is the best area I knoxtf of for birds oj. 
prey. It would spoil anyone who has an interest in these birds. Short-earecl 
owls, rough-legged, marsh hawk, redtails, red-shouldered and northern shrikes ate 
found in the fields and in the small dotted wood plots you can find Great Horned 
Owl, long-eared owl and saw-whet owls, and barred owl. It is very possible - and 
I have done it often - to find 35 birds of prey in the flats in a day. Marsh hawks 
have mated here in the flats and nearly all the species court here before moving 
out in the spring. 

The next area is Pickering Beach where I did most of my birding. 

The Reverend Charles Long, who resides here, has been studying a square mile for 
ornithology and ecology. The village of Pickering Beach is located in the south¬ 
east corner and has a large number of gardens and accordingly many trees. 

Grackles, doves, warbling vireos, orioles, chipping sparrows and robins a^.e 
annual nesters and the nesting density is very great. This year we found 40 
robins' nests in two city blocks but this does not include about 30 nests of other 
species. The Reverend Long is doing a life history of the robin with special 
attention on dispersals after nesting and the bush robin of the secluded areas. 

Shoal Point Marsh is found in the southeast corner of the plot.^ The 
man who owns it, Mr. Hough, has fenced the area in and now lives there. He is 
very conservation-minded and takes great pride in his marsh. He has given us a 
key to enter any time and doesn't mind in the least, birdwatchers visiting it. 
they are not destructive. Since he fenced the marsh in, the breeding population 
and fall buildup of waterfowl has been greater, since it keeps boys and hunters 
out. Nesting species include large population of black terns, 37 nests this 

continued next page.... 
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BIRDWATCHING IN EAST T0R0MT0 REGION (continued from previous page) - 

year, redwing, short-billed and long-billed marsh wrens, bitterns, mallards, blue¬ 
winged teal, Virginia and sora rail, a large population of gallinules up to 14 
downy young visible at one time, which is large for the size of the marsh. The 
density of all breeding birds is very great considering the marsh is only about 20 
acres. The entire shore is excellent for shorebirds, flocks of 300-plus curlews 
have been counted, as well as large flocks of dunlin, yellowlegs and pectoral. 
Godwits, knot, white-rumped, Baird's and western sandpipers have all been noted, 

In the fields of the square mile, many are alternated each year with corn or peas. 
When corn is planted, ducks feed in the fall, and when peas are planted, shorebirds 
feed. Buff-breasted sandpipers have been seen in these fields. The pasture and 
fence rows of dogwoods, ash and dead-elm are inhabited by nesting red-headed wood¬ 
peckers, kingbirds, robins, cedar waxwing, yellow warblers and Traill's flycatcher, 
(the "fitz-bew" type,)which is odd considering they are found more so in south¬ 
western Ontario. The cedar woods in winter are good for barred owls and wintering 
finches. Nesting birds include Northern Waterthrush, green heron, redstarts, 

Canada Warblers, woodcock, plus the commoner typical nesting species. It should be 
noted that a strain of hardwood runs through the cedars. In this square mile, 
since June 28, 1963, between the Reverend Long and myself, about 260 species have 
been seen with the highest day being 104 on May 23, 1965, and with also many days 
in the 90's. This proves it is not always necessary to travel to get a long list 
and certainly not to study birdlife. 

Continuing east along the Base Line the next stop would be Levay's 
Marsh and the Base Line Marsh which has identical birdlife to Shoal Point but the 
marsh is much bigger. It attracts great flocks of ducks in the autumn. 

The next stop and the last is Whitby Harbour - the farthest east 
edge of the Toronto Region. The area includes the Ontario Hospital and the 
marshes along with the harbour and lake. It is an excellent spot for waterfowl, 
canvasbacks, scoters, mergansers are about and lately wild Mute Swans can be seen 
here. In 1965, a brown-capped chickadee spent a good part of the winter. Marsh 
nesters are typical and birds of the hospital area are much the same as a resident¬ 
ial area like Pickering Beach. When the water is low, the harbour dries up and 
shorebirds gather in the hundreds, as in the fall of 1964. 

It is evident that the East Toronto Region offers some excellent 
birding and all bird families are well represented. 

'k'kic'k'tc'ic’i WoV ■&*■&** 

•irk'kjcfrk'ki V 

LIST of VASCULAR PLANTS (excluding Woody Plants, Grasses, Sedges, Rushes and Crop 
Plants) - of SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY - published in the Wood Duck last year 

We had intended including this list with this issue of The Wood 
Duck but space content does not permit. 

Therefore, anyone desiring a copy of this list may obtain one 
at the Annual Meeting on Monday May 8, 1967 - or by communicating 
with Mrs, W, R. Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Avenue, Dundas, Ontario 

On Page 1 of the list in question - please add: 

PTERDOPUYTA 

E quiset a ceae 

Equisetum scirpoides Michx. 
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COMING EVENTS 


COMING EVENTS 


********************************************************************************** 


* ANNU AL GENERAL MEETING ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN G * 


* * 

* MONDAY, MAY 8, 1967 at 8;00 P.M. * 

* * 

* Headquarters Building of the Royal * 

* Botanical Gardens, Plains Road East, * 

* Burlington, Ontario, * 

* * 

* PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE PRESENT - THERE IS IMPORTANT BUSINESS TO BE * 

* TRANSACTED - ELECTION OF OFFICERS for the Coming Season - REPORTS OF THE * 

* CLUB'S DIRECTORS - AND AN IMPORTANT and PERTINENT BRIEF IS TO BE PRESENTED * 


* TO THE MEMBERS for their consideration. Entertainment and Refreshments will * 


* follow the business session. * 

* * 

* PLEASE BE THERE - 30 MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED FOR A QUORUM - YOUR * 

* ATTENDANCE IS NECESSARY * 

* * 


********************************************************************************** 


FIELD EVENTS for MAY and JUNE, 1967 FIELD EVENTS for MAY and JUNE, 1967 

Wednesday, May 3, 1967 - WILDFLOWER HIKE - EVENING ONLY 

Meet at Webster's Falls Parking Lot at 7:00 P.M. - This 
is on escarpment above Dundas, off Highway #8. Leader: 
Robert Stamp, 'phone 525-4523, 

Wednesday, May 10, 1967 - WILDFLOWER HIKE - EVENING ONLY 

Meet at Cherry Hill Gates of Hendrie Valley (opposite 
Rendezvous Restaurant on Plains Road at 7:00 P.M. 

Leader: Mrs. W. Robt. Shivas - 'phone 628-6846 

Sunday, May 14, 1967 - SPRING BIRD COUNT - Dr. Edw. Dinniwell is in charge and 

he needs all the help he can get on this project. Contact 
him for territories at 389-3416. 

W ednesday, May 17, 1967 - WILDFLOWER HIKE - EVENING ONLY . 

Meet at Mayfair Crescent and Forsythe Road in Westdale 
near McMaster University at 7:00 P.M. Leader: Dr. Edw. 
Dinniwell - 'phone 389-3416. 

S unday, May 28, 1967 - HIKE the BRUCE TRAIL in MlLTON-GEORGET OWN AREA - a very 

interesting section, with an expert Leader - RAYMOND 
LOWES - 'phone 385-9183. Meet at Parking lot opposite Rock 
Gardens, Plains Road East, at 8:30 A.M. Bring Lunch and 
insect repellant, and wear waterproof footwear. 

Sunday, June 11, 1967 - AUTO TRIP to LUTHER SWAMP near Arthur, Ontario - a most 

interesting area. Meet at Parking Lot of Dundurn Castle 
(enter off York Street opposite Cemetary) at 8:00 A.M. 
Leader: Robert Westmore - 'phone 648-4555. 

********************************************* 


AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY, WONDERFULLY REWARDING SPRING and SUMMER SEASON TO ALL OF OUR 

MEMBERS and FRIENDS'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 


* * * •k k k 
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TREES and FORESTS (New Books in the Arts 6c Science Department of the Hamilton Pub- 
_____ lie Library) 

Trees invade both city and country life; without them a forest would not exist nor 
would countless industries which are geared to their products. Their trunks, 
branches and fruits provide food and shelter for numerous species of birds, mammals 
and insects. Trees and forests obviously have an unique value in our world and 
here are some of the most recent books on this subject. 

THE LIFE OF THE FOREST by Jack McCormick. This beautiful volume describes, with 
the help of more than 100 striking true-colour photographs, the living forest com¬ 
munity of North America, and explains in clear language the basic ecological prin¬ 
ciples at work there. Special attention is given to the magnificent forested 
areas in the National Parks and the need for maintaining these areas and protecting 
the wild life there. 

TH E BOOK OF TREE S by William Carey Grimm. This second edition gives positive year- 
round identification of trees over the whole of North America from Canada*s tree 
line to the Gulf Coast. Detailed drawings and description of the leaves, twigs, 
blooms, fruit, and bark of all native and commonly known introduced trees are 
given with keys for easy reference. An excellent book for the interested layman. 

T HE GREAT AMERICAN FOREST by Rutherford Platt. In the fantastic sweep of 100 
million years, Platt telescopes the drama of forests marching across continents 
creating a new world of life and then closes in on the minutest rituals of tree 
life to explain the mechanics and wonder of how sap runs. As x^ell as describing 
expeditions into the unknown including his own Arctic adventures, he tells of 
virgin forests where there are birds and animals human eyes have never seen and 
falling \tfater human ears have never heard. Platt points up the crucial importance 
of the forest and the tragedy of our vanishing wilderness. The book has excellent 
and very interesting photographs. 

RECOGNIZING NATIVE SHRUBS is a further book by botanist, William Carey Grimm. In 
it he helps laymen discover useful but not always appreciated native shrubs - 
nature*s soil erosion protectors, cover for wildlife, food for creatures of the 
fields and woods and producers of foods and medicinal elements for humans, A non¬ 
technical, all-season and quick identification guide with unusual find-it keys and 
more than 400 detailed drawings. 

T HE OLYMPIC RAIN F OREST by Ruth Kirk. Between the rugged peaks of the Olympic 
mountains and the wild shores of the Pacific lies the hushed green world of the 
Olympic rain forest, one of the unspoiled wonders of North America and the only 
coniferous rain forest in the world. The magnificent photographs and vivid text 
of this book make this strange beautiful world accessible to all. For the actual 
traveller, there are brief up-to-date descriptions of roads, trails and camping 
facilities. Also included is basic information about the varieties of trees, the 
distinctive features of other plant life and the animals that populate the forest. 

ft ft ft * ft ft ft ft ft ft * ft ft 
ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft "ft 
ft ft vV ft ft ft ft ft ft 

THE HARDNOSED HIGHWAYMEN RIDE AGAIN *. 1 *. *. f . *. *. *. *. '. *. 111 *. *. 


(from **Life’ ? Magazine Editorial page - April 14, 1967).*'It is a strange and 

wearying situation xtfien people who love their cities must, to defend them, go to 
war with state and federal officialdom. It is happening all too often, and the 
people seldom win. Instead, they are usually warded off with stacks of feasi¬ 
bility studies by highway eng 4 ".eers.If the 

hardnosed highwaymen cannot show more discretion and sense, the time has come to 
consider taking the judging of the routes out of their hands... 1 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to April 26, 1967 - 157 


* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


Common Loon 

April 8* 

2 Grimsby 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Dble.-c. Comorant 

April 18* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

George W. North 

Great Blue Heron 

April 2 

2N Westover 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Common Egret 

April 9* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

G. Norths, J. Woodcock 


April 23 

1 Carroll's Point 

G. Rousseau, Woodcock 

nl.-cr.Night Heron 

April 9* 

1 Westdale Park ravine 

Alfred Epp 

American bittern 

April 10* 

1 neverly Swamp 

Wm. A. T. Gilmour 

whistling Swan 

April 9,24 21,6 Dundas Marsh 

J. Anderson, G. North 

Canada Goose 

March 31 

62 over Dundas Marsh 

K. Adcoe, J. nradshaw 


April 26 

2 Dundas Marsh 

J. Anderson, G. North 

nlue-winged Teal 

March 28* 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Adcoe, nradshaw, C. Long 

European Widgeon 

April 21* 

1 woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Ring-necked Duck 

March 31 

125 Dundas Marsh & n a y 

G. W. North 

Canvasback 

April 5 

270 Hamilton Harbour 

G. W. North 

White-wing. Scoter 

April 7*8 

4,40 Bay; Grimsby 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Ruddy Duck 

March 28F 

3 Woodland Cemetery 

Bradshaw, Woodcock 

Turkey Vulture 

March 27* 

1 over Hamilton 

Dr. R. G. C. MacLaren 

Goshawk 

March 28* 

2 null's Point 

R. noyce, J. Woodcock 

Cooper's Hawk 

March 28F 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Adcoe, nradshaw, Long 


March 31 

3 narons Ave. S. 

Robert Curry 

Red-tailed Hawk 

March 31 

215 « " » 

Robert Curry 

Red-shouldered Hk. 

March 28F 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Adcoe, Bradshaw, Long 


March 31 

11 narons Ave. S. 

Robert Curry 

Broad-winged Hawk 

April 16* 

1 Rock Chapel 

G. Rousseau, J. Woodcock 


April 26 

302 Gray 1 s Road 

Robert Curry 

Rough-legged Hawk 

March 28 

1 Bull's Point 

John Woodcock 


April 16 

1 Lake Medad 

J. Harvey Williams 

Marsh Hawk 

March 26* 

1 null's Point 

Alfred Eop 

Osprey 

April 8* 

1, 1 Westdale; Grimsby Beach R. Doering; North 

Peregrine Falcon 

March 30* 

1 null's Point 

R. Kardos, K. Salisbury 


April 5, 25 

! 1,1 Bronte; Campbellville 

Westmore; Salisbury 

Pigeon Hawk 

April 16* 

1 Ancaster 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Virginia Rail 

April 7* 

1 University Landing 

Alfred Epp 

Sora 

April 16* 

1 11 11 n 

Alfred Epp 

Common Gallinule 

April 9* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Alfred Epp 

American Coot 

March 11.27F 1;2 La Dalle Park 

G. W. North 

Common Snipe 

April 2* 

3 Rockton 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Upland Plover 

April 14* 

1 Grassie 

Robert Curry 

Spotted Sandpiper 

April 22* 

2 Desjardins Canal 

H. Moore, G. Rousseau 

Greater Yellowlegs 

April 8* 

1 Green Mtn. Rd. quarry 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Dunlin 

April 23* 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Glaucous Gull 

March 30 

5 West end of Harbour 

G. W. North 


April 22 

1 Dundas Marsh 

11 11 

Iceland Gull 

April 8* 

1 Grimsby Beach 

R. Westmore, G.tf. North 

nonaparte's Gull 

April 2* 

1 Community neach 

Robert Curry 


April 23 

1200 Brant Inn . 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Little Gull 

April 23* 

1 nrant Inn 

11 11 n 11 

Forster's Tern 

April 18* 

2 Dundas Marsh 

G. North, R. Westmore 


April 23 

3 nrant Inn 

11 11 11 it 
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Common Tern 

April 15* 

5 La Salle Park 

David K. Powell 

Caspian Tern 

April 20* 

1 Strathearne Bocks 

George W. North 

Black Tern 

April 26* 

2 North shore of Harbour D. K. Powell 

Snowy Owl 

March 30 

1 Hamilton Waterworks 

Jan Bradshaw 


April 1 

1 Burlington Beach Canal G. Norths. L. Hamilton 


April 20,21 

1 Q. E. Way & Hwy. 403 

Ron North; Westmore 

Short-eared Owl 

March 27F 

IN. of Lake Medad 

Adcoe, Bradshaw, Long 

Saw-whet Owl 

March 31 

1 Arboretum 

John ’Woodcock 


April 2 

1 Community Beach 

Robert Curry 

Chimney Swift 

April 22* 

4 McMaster; Aldershot 

H. Moore; D. Powells 

Red-h. Woodpecker 

April 15F 

1 Aldershot 

David K. Powell 

Yellow-b. SapsuckerMarch 31F 

1 Hopkins Creek 

K. Adcoe, J. Bradshaw 

Eastern Phoebe 

March 27 * 

1 Nelson High School 

Russ Kardos, Salisbury 

Tree Swallow 

April 2* 

2 Desjardins Canal 

A. Epp, R. Westmore 

Bank Swallow 

April 19* 

1 Burlington 

Keith Salisbury 

Rough-winged Swallow Apr. 16*- 

1 Rattlesnake Point 

Huber Moore, G. North 

Barn Swallow 

April 2* 

1 Desjardins Canal 

Alfred Epp 

Cliff Swallow 

April 16* 

1 Puslinch 

J. H. Williams 

Purple Martin 

April 15* 

2 Hamilton Beach 

Mrs. Isabel Fletcher 

Brown Creeper 

March 29F 

2 Guelph Line 

Ken Adcoe 

Winter Wren 

April 8* 

4 Ancaster, Winona, etc. 

Westmore, North, Epp 

Carolina Wren 

April 7 

1 Bull 1 s Lane 

J. H. Williams 


April 23 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Long-b,Marsh Wren 

March 30* 

1 West end of Dundas Marsh R. Kardos, Salisbury 

Brown Thrasher 

April 15F 

1 Bull's Lane 

G. W. North 

Hermit Thrush 

April 2F 

1 Westdale Park 

Alf Epp 

Eastern Bluebird 

March 28* 

2 Hwy. 403, Aldershot 

R. A. H. Westmore 


March 31 

2 High Level Bridge 

R. Boyce, J. Woodcock 

olue-g. Gnatcatcher Apr. 22* 

1 Hamilton Cemetery 

John Woodcock 

Golden-cr. Kinglet March 26F 

4 Hopkins Tract 

R. Boyce, Russ Kardos 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

April 2* 

1 Ancaster 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Cedar Waxwing 

April 2 

45 Ancaster 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Loggerhead Shrike 

March 27 * 

1 Southcote 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Myrtle Warbler 

April 14F 

2 Guelph Line 

Ken Adcoe 

Pine Warbler 

April 15* 

2 North shore of Bay 

David K. Powell 


April 16,19 

1,1 Ancaster; Wueen St. 

R. Westmore; H. Moore 

La. Waterthrush 

April 20* 

1 Westdale Park ravine 

Alfred Epp 

We s t. Me ado wla rk 

April 9* 

1 Hwy. 5 & Woodhill Rd. 

George & Laurel North 

Rusty Blackbird 

March 28F 

1 Woodlard Cemetery 

Adcoe, Bradshaw, Long 


April 9 

30 Rockton 

G. & L. North 

Red Crossbill 

March 31 

9 Hopkins Tract 

John Woodcock 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

April 14F 

1 N. shore of Harbour 

Thelma Powell 

Savannah Sparrow 

March 31* 

3 Arboretum etc. 

K. Adcoe, J. Bradshaw 

Chipping Sparrow 

April 14* 

1 Burlington 

Russell Kardos 

Field Sparrow 

March 31F 

1 Burlington 

G. W. North 

White-thr.Sparrow 

April 14F 

1 Vinemount 

Robert Curry 

Fox Sparrow 

April 1* 

2 Westdale Park 

G. W. North 


Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 
Hamilton, Ont., telephone 522-6082, by the 15th day of each month. 
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